
Dear Expectant Parents,
Thank you in advance for reading our profile and for considering having
your child, or children, raised through open adoption. We've been a family
since 2012. In 2019 we knew it was our time to grow that family, after our
niece and her baby girl moved in with us for a few months.  Since then
we've been on our journey to becoming adoptive parents.  We cannot wait
to be hands-on parents who nurture curiosity and self-esteem in their
children. Our hope is to have an open adoption so that our children will
always be connected to you, and as many people who will love and protect
them. We wish you well as you consider all your options.

Sincerely,

Aimée-Josiane & Denechia

GREETINGS FROM 
AIMÉE-JOSIANE & DENECHIA



OUR STORY
We met in 2012 in
Atlanta through a
mutual friend. It

didn't take long for
us to become a

couple. 
Here we are at our
friends' wedding in

2013 (right).

We  bonded over our

shared passion for social

justice, writing, history,

and reality television. 

 We also  went to

concerts and festivals

as we got to know each

other better.

In early 2014 we moved to

Seattle. The same year we got

married. We married at the

courthouse in Seattle (pic

above) and had a party later

with close friends and family

in Atlanta  (pic to the right).

In 2018, we moved

back to Atlanta to be

closer to family and

longtime friends. We

bought a house and

spent a few years

making it our home.

In 2020, we talked to 3

close friends who were

adopted and learned

more about their

experiences. We are

now  very confident that

open adoption is the best

choice for our family.



More about Denechia aka "Neesha"

More about Aimée-Josiane

Denechia/Neesha (they & she pronouns) was born in 1987 in

Brunswick, GA. Her parents divorced when she was a baby and she

was raised by her mom, who's a registered nurse. She has two older

sisters, three older brothers and a younger brother. Neesha grew up

in multiracial neighborhoods in coastal Georgia, where she learned to

be comfortable with people's differences. As a child, she was an

advanced student and participated in several activities, like her high

school literary magazine and drama. After graduating with a

bachelor's degree in journalism from the University of Georgia in

2009, Neesha served in AmeriCorps, then worked in the nonprofit

sector. She's currently enrolled in a Master of Fine Arts in Creative

Writing program and works part-time as an independent journalist

and as a grant writer.

Denechia's Personality according to Aimée-Josiane: Denechia is a

sincere and sensitive person. She is nerdy, fun-loving, and has a great

sense of humor. I feel joy around her. My favorite thing to do with

Denechia is to make up funny songs and dances as inside jokes.

Aimée-Josiane (Aimée for short, they & she pronouns) was born in

1988 in Nairobi, Kenya. Aimée's family is from Rwanda, and her

parents have been married her entire life. She has two older sisters

and two younger brothers, They grew up in a tight-knit community in

Zambia until she was 10. In 1998, Aimée's family came to the USA as

refugees, they settled in California.  Aimée was a good student who

excelled in writing and social studies. In 2004 Aimée moved to

Georgia and finished high school. She graduated from Georgia State

University in 2013 with a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology. Aimée now

works from home as a Director for a national  organization that fights

for working women's rights. She loves doing work that helps people

who feel forgotten by society, and she's inspired by her co-workers

who homeschool their own kids and maintain their career. 

Aimée's personality according to Denechia: Aimée is  feisty and

funny. She has a kind and optimistic spirit. She is very crafty and likes

to make things around her beautiful. Aimée really cares about the

people she calls family. I love going to new places with Aimée

because she has fun trying new things and having new experiences. 

 



When we welcome a child, or children, into our family, Aimée-Josiane

will take 3 months off work for parental leave. After that, she'll still work

from home and can bring the baby to the office if she has to. Denechia

will be writing her thesis for graduate school until summer 2022, and

she will be home most of the time.  Our family has health insurance

through Aimée's job that will cover our children and we plan to both be

present for doctor visits and other important milestones for the baby's

first year. We don't plan to send the children to preschool for the first 2-

3 years, but we do want to have them socialize through play groups and

activities.

OUR CHILDCARE PLAN

OUR APPROACH
TO PARENTING

THOUGHTS ABOUT ADOPTION

Our goal is to raise our children to feel loved

unconditionally and to be confident, curious, and

down to earth. We both had hard experiences as

children, and we want to make sure that our

children know they can come to us when they are

struggling with something. We want to teach our

children to value people for their character and

values. We will consider homeschooling, although

we also support a public school education,

especially if it's our neighborhood school. We are

ready and excited to provide a safe, loving, and

supportive family and be the best adoptive parents

we can be for our children.

We've educated ourselves and have talked to trusted friends about their

experiences as adoptees which has led us to consider open adoption. We

would prefer for our children to have a relationship and contact with their

first family. We imagine coming together for birthdays, school

graduations and other milestones in our child's life. We also plan to be in

community with other Black adoptive parents and families so that our

children will have other adoptees to bond with, who understand and

share their experience.  



CHILDREN IN OUR LIFE
Between our two families, we have over 15 nieces

and nephews. 6 of them live less than an hour

away. We get to be the fun aunties and occasional

babysitters for our nieces and nephews. We also

see each other for family gatherings and holidays.

We also have other children who are special to us,

including our great-niece who lives in New York and

our close friend's 2 boys who live 10 minutes away. 

The children that we adopt will have lots of cousins

to learn from and play with. And they will be close

enough to be spoiled by their own aunties and

uncles when the time comes. 



We are surrounded by friends and family who will love

and support our children.  Our community is multiracial,

LGBTQIA+ and straight, and a mixture of nationalities

and religions. We choose our friends based on shared

interests and similar values about life and the world. It is

very important to us that we have people around us

who support us as same-sex adoptive parents. We have

built a loving village that will raise our children  with us,

from grandparents to godparents to community aunties

and uncles. 

OUR 
COMMUNITY

MEET OUR CAT
"SEVEN"

"Seven" was born around 2010. She is a spayed female cat

with all her shots. She is friendly, independent, and likes to lie

down by the window and watch birds and squirrels outside.

Grace is Aimée's cousin and

she'll be one of the

godparents for our children.

Mannie & Whitney have

adoption in their family. They

are close friends who will be

godparents to our children. 



In our spare time we like to go on road trips to
nature parks, museums, and historical sites. We
also love hosting game nights and karaoke.

We like to be curious,

have fun, and to learn

together. We look

forward to taking our

children to nature parks,

museums, and historic

sites.  We also cannot

wait to have family game

nights and other quality

time, which is very

important to us. 



SPIRITUAL LIFE

OUR BLACK CULTURES
We are both Black but we come from two different

cultures. Neesha is African-American from South

Georgia and Aimée is East-African from Rwanda. We

both faced racism growing up and we learned to have

pride and to see the power in our African lineage. We

are building a shared culture to pass down to our

children, which will include African American and

Rwandan music, food, dance, books, and language.

We plan to teach our children about civil rights

movements in  Africa, U.S., Caribbean and more. Our

children will grow up to know that though their race

will impact many experiences that they have, it  does

not define who they are. And no matter what, we will

always remind our children that Black is beautiful.

Denechia was raised in a Baptist home,
while Aimée was raised in a Catholic home.
We are both spiritual but not very religious.
We plan to baptize our children so they
have Godparents. They will also be
exposed to our spiritual practices like
prayer, meditation, and community service.

Picture of Denechia with the

late Congressman John Lewis

in 2013. Meeting him was an

honor for us, as Black people

who fight for justice.

Picture of Aimée and Denechia in 2017

at a Rwandan wedding in Atlanta. We

are wearing traditional Rwandese

clothes.



Thank you so much for taking time to learn a bit about

us and our desire to be adoptive parents. We hope that

our stories and our goals have given you some peace as

you go through a very difficult time. We are very grateful

that you're considering open adoption with our family. 

 We wish you luck and hope that you are supported,

whatever choice you make.

 

Blessings, 

Aimée-Josiane and Denechia
 

 


